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CASCAIS
Paula Rego House of Stories
Lisboa  0h45m
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01.
INTRODUCTION

This guide is intended for everyone 
who wants to film in Portugal and will 
be updated whenever it is necessary.

With this guide we want to:
•	 Show the advantages of Portugal 

as a destination of excellence for 
the production and direction of 
international films;

•	 Identify the administrative 
procedures for licensing, 
authorisation or prior 
communication necessary for film 
production in the national territory.

At the same time, we highlight the 
diversity of Portugal’s locations.
Distance (in time) to the nearest 
airport is indicated in each location 
depicted.

ÓBIDOS
Medieval castle
Lisboa  1h00m
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02.
A PORTUGAL
FILM COMMISSION

The Portugal Film Commission was 
established under the responsibility 
of the Government members in 
charge of Culture and Tourism, 
following the creation of the Tourism 
and Cinema Support Fund in 2018.

The organisation is part of the 
Portuguese Institute of Cinema 
and Audiovisual (ICA) and has the 
following main objectives:
•	 Promoting synergies between the 

creative industries and tourism;
•	 Providing visibility to Portugal as 

a destination and improving the 
tourist experience;

•	 Affirming Portugal as an 
international filming destination;

•	 Communicating with regional 
film commissions, the diplomatic 
network and industry association 
and companies.

These objectives are in line with 
the law on incentives for attracting 
film and audiovisual production and 
with cinematographic co-production 
agreements, removing bureaucratic 
obstacles and streamlining the 
process of filming in Portugal.

FARO
Cabo de Santa Maria Lighthouse
Faro  1h00m
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03.
ADVANTAGES 
OF FILMING  
IN PORTUGAL

Discover some of the reasons why 
you should choose Portugal as the 
destination for your next production:

 Sunny days - almost 300 days 
of sunshine per year and low 
precipitation levels.

 Diversity of scenery - beaches, 
castles, monuments, modern 
architecture, churches, parks, 
historical villages, walled cities, 
mountain sceneries, forests, plains, 
rocky slopes, valleys, caves, rivers, 
lagoons, islands, and many more.

 Accessible places - it takes less 
than 5 hours to travel from north to 
south Portugal by car. There are 6 
international airports, 5 international 
seaports, and an excellent road 
network.

 Facilities/studios and 
equipment, fitted with the latest 
technology. There are also projects to 
develop new areas for this purpose.

ILHA TERCEIRA, AÇORES
Typical houses
Lages  0h35m
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03.
ADVANTAGES  
OF FILMING  
IN PORTUGAL

 Skilled professionals - 
production teams have extensive 
experience with international film 
and TV production, including 
advertisements. Teams are mostly 
fluent in English. Spanish and French 
are also widely spoken.

 Affordable cost of living - great 
hotel offers and high-quality cuisine.

 Stable and safe country - 
Portugal is the 7th safest country in 
the world (Global Peace Index 2024).

 Quality health system - with a 
wide network of public and private 
hospitals.

 Co-production agreements with 
more than 60 countries around the 
world - including all Portuguese-
speaking countries, (such as 
Brazil, Mozambique and Angola), 
representing more than 250 million 
Portuguese speakers, as well as 
Latin American Countries.

 Pic Portugal - Cash Rebate 
Incentive and Scouting Programme

 Pic Portugal - Cash Refund 
Incentive SERRA DA ESTRELA

Castle of Sortelha
Lisboa  3h00m
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04.
ESSENTIALS  
TO FILM
IN PORTUGAL

BACKGROUND

In Portugal, filming licences are 
issued by administrative authorities, 
central or local administration, with 
competence and/or jurisdiction over 
the areas covered by those filming, 
as well as by the site owners when 
private areas are involved (or when 
management has been presented 
to private individuals) by police 
and other entities that may have 
jurisdiction over that same area.

Depending on the filming, several of 
these entities may be involved in the 
authorisation process.

LISBOA
MAAT
Lisboa  0h25m
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04.
ESSENTIALS TO FILM IN PORTUGAL

FILMING ACTIVITY LICENSING/AUTHORISATION

In a public space (whatever the
size of the team and equipment
used)

Municipality of the respective area

Filming with parking in the street Municipality of the respective area

On the coast - beaches, 
boardwalks, coastline, riverside
areas

Port Captaincy and/or Portuguese Environment Agency
and/or Port Administration and/or Municipality

Filming with drones ANAC (National Authority for Civil Aviation) and AAN
(National Authority for Aeronautics)

In protected areas ICNF (Institute for Nature and Forest Conservation)

On roads:
National
Municipal
Motorways
On road bridges 
 
On railways

 
IP (Portugal Infrastructures)
Municipality
IP and concessionaires
Depending on the location of the bridge, it can be IP or a 
concessionaire, or a municipal entity  
CP (Portugal Trains) and/or IP

In museums, monuments and
classified heritage

Depending on the entity that manages the heritage (e.g. 
Museus e Monumentos, Património Cultural, municipalities, 
private entities with concession and/or management)

With roadblocks or total or partial
traffic disruption

PSP (Public Security Police) or GNR (National
Republican Guard) or Municipal Police

Using weapons or imitations PSP

With special effects needs,
water supply for rain, fireworks,
explosion/pyrotechnics or similar

Firefighters and PSP or GNR

With use of minors CPCJ (Commission for the Protection of Children and
Youth)

With entry of equipment and/or
accessories in Portugal

AT (Tax and customs authority)

AMARES
Porto Bridge
Porto  0h50m

SINTRA
Palace of Pena
Lisboa  0h30m
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05.
RELEVANT 
CONTACTS

REGIONAL FILM 
COMMISSIONS
Alentejo e Ribatejo Film Commission 
arfc.pt

Algarve Film Commission 
algarvefilm.myportfolio.com

Arrábida Film Commission 
facebook.com/people/Arrabida-FILM- 
Commission/100064448509919/

Azores Film Commission 
facebook.com/AzoresFilmCommission

Centro Portugal Film Commission 
cpfc.pt/pt-pt

Filmaporto - Film Commission 
filmaporto.pt

Film Office Figueira 
filmofficefigueira@gmail.com

Lisboa Film Commission 
lisboa.pt/temas/cultura/lisboa-film-
commission

Loulé Film Office 
cm-loule.pt/pt/menu/867/loule-film-office.
aspx

Madeira Film Commission 
madeira.gov.pt/srtc/GovernoRegional/ 
OGoverno/Secretarias/Structure/Contactos

Minho Film Commission 
minhofilmcommission.pt

Viana Film Commission 
cm-viana-castelo.pt

PORTIMÃO
Lighthouse
Faro  0h50m
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05.
RELEVANT 
CONTACTS

GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES
Associação Nacional de Municípios 
Portugueses 
anmp.pt/municipios

Autoridade Nacional da Aviação Civil 
(ANAC) 
anac.pt/vPT/Generico/drones/Paginas/
AeronavesCivisPilotadasRemotamente.aspx

Agência Portuguesa do Ambiente (APA) 
apambiente.pt

Autoridade Marítima Nacional (Capitanias)
capitaniaonline.amn.pt 
www.amn.pt/DGAM/capitanias/

AT - Autoridade Tributária e Aduaneira 
www.portaldasfinancas.gov.pt 
aduaneiro.portaldasfinancas.gov.pt

Comissão Nacional de Promoção dos 
Direitos e Proteção das Crianças e Jovens 
www.cnpdpcj.gov.pt/trabalho-em-artes-e-
espetaculos

Guarda Nacional Republicana (GNR) 
gnr.pt/contactos

Direção-Geral de Alimentação e Veterinária 
(DGAV) 
dgav.pt

Instituto do Cinema e do Audiovisual (ICA) 
ica-ip.pt

Instituto da Conservação da Natureza e 
das Florestas (ICNF) 
icnf.pt/ondeestamos/contactos

Infraestruturas de Portugal (IP) 
infraestruturasdeportugal.pt/pt-pt/contactos

Ministério dos Negócios Estrangeiros - 
Direção-Geral de Assuntos Consulares e 
das Comunidades Portuguesas - Divisão 
de Vistos e Circulação de Pessoas 
pedidodevistos.mne.pt/VistosOnline/

Museus e Monumentos de Portugal 
museusemonumentos.pt

Parques de Sintra 
parquesdesintra.pt

Património Cultural 
patrimoniocultural.gov.pt

Polícia de Segurança Pública (PSP) 
psp.pt

Região Autónoma da Madeira 
madeira.gov.pt/srtc

Região Autónoma dos Açores 
portal.azores.gov.pt/web/drturismo

DOURO
Douro River
Porto  1h00m

ALJUSTREL
Road
Faro  1h10m



Portugal Film Commission 

T. 

Praça Bernardino Machado, 2 

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT US


